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POLITICAL 


“Behind the 
Slogans” 


By Joseph D. Keenan 

Directors Labors League for 

Political Education 

On Capitol Hill and in the. daily 
press, straw men are being conjured 
up to confuse, terrify and blind the 
people and get them to vote against 
their own self-interest. . : 
In California for sale GOP 
Senate candidate, Richard Nixon is 
running on the strength of the part 
he played in convicting Alger Hiss. 


Of course there were a lot of others 
who contributed to Hiss’ conviction. | 


But, like many other reactionaries on 
Capitol Hill he is using this sensa- 
tional case to cover up his own bad 


voting record and divert attention 


away from the real campaign issues. 


The same goes for the present 
antics of Wisconsin Senator Joe Mc- 
Carthy. He is on a fishing expedition 
of .the most irresponsible sort. His 
conduct indicates his motives are 100 
per cent political. If there could 
be one Alger Hiss, then maybe they 
can find another with a fishing ex- 
pedition. Taft let the cat out of the 
bag when he urged McCarthy to keep 
on talking. He said “and if one case 
didn’t work out to bring up another.” 


The anti-labor groups are spending 
a fortune trying to persuade’ the 
American people that the program of 
the AFL and its candidates for public 
office will lead the country to social- 
ism if not communism. | 


The National Association of Man- 
ufacturers is reported to have spent 
$3 million to influence school children. 
‘ The Committeé for Constitutional 
Government and the American Medi- 
cal Association are the two largest 
spenders in this vicious propaganda 
drive. Both have worked out an in- 
terlocking directorship with the Real 
Estate Lobby in a new super lobby 
federation in Washington. This or- 
ganization operates under the inno- 
cent name “National Committee to 
Limit Federal Taxing Power.“ Her- 
bert Nelson heads the Real Estate 
Lobby in Washington and recently 
made the headlines with the state- 
ment “I don’t believe in Democracy. 


I think it stinks . . . I don’t think 


anybody except direct taxpayers 
should be allowed to vote. I don't 
believe women should be allowed to 
vote at all.“ 


Unfortunately, in all this 8 
the real victor is Stalin. There is 
nothing that does more harm to 
American influence abroad arid noth- 
ing that gives the ‘Commies more 
grist for their mill than a dirty “white 
supremacy’ fight in this country. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Labor's League for Political Education is trying to do exactly what 


its name suggests. 


It is trying to educate the people of the United States 


about public affairs. It wants to make the people aware of the issues which 
affect them both as individuals who have their own individual interests and 
as citizens interested in the welfare of their neighborhoods, their towns 
and cities, their states and their country. 


Labor’s League for Political Education wants the people to understand 


what the real issues are that their city councils, their states legislatures 


and their Congress are considering. 


LLPE wants every man and woman 
to know what the social security bill 
would do for them. It wants them 
to know who is in favor and who is 
against the bill. Likewise, the League 
wants the people to understand what 
the. Administration’s farm plan is all 
about. It wants them to know which 
Congressmen are for it and which 
are against it. 


And thus on down the line—hous- 
ing, wages and hours, social security, 
health, education, water power, ir- 
rigation, public works, taxes and 
economic policy, veteran’s affairs, 
foreign relations. 


On the state level, LLPE attempts 
to explain, for instance, why North 
Carolina slapped labor and outlawed 
the closed shop; or how California 
legislators voted on a “hot cargo” 
bill; or what pressure groups tried to 
kill an increase in old-age assistance 
that the Texas legislature considered. 


The League is certain that if the 
people understand the issues, know 
how their representatives in their leg- 
islatures and Congress voted and why, 


[then the people will make their wishes 


and ideas known to their represen- 
tatives to the benefit of themselves, 
their states and their country. 

Labor’s League for Political Educa- 
tion knows that a citizen can scream 
his head off, or slap backs until his 
hand is blue, and not do any good 
unless he votes. 


Getting out the vote is a primary 
aim of the League, LLPE helps to 
inform the people what the registra- 
tion and voting laws are. How long 
must a resident of, say, Indiana live 
in his state before he can vote? What 
are the registration dates for taking 
part in the primary elections in 
Georgia? How much poll tax must 
a person pay in Virginia—and what 
is the deadline for paying it—to 
qualify as a voter? | 

These are the questions which the 
average person wants answered. 
LLPE helps to supply the answers 
because it knows elections are won, 
or lost, in the towns and precincts. 


Labor’s League for Political Edu- 
cation, then, tries to educate men and 
women on matters of government at 


50 Cents Per Year Tear 


To Readers of 


Farm Labor 
News 


This month the Farm Labor 
News is publishing only mate- 
rial about the work of Labor’s 
League for Political Education. 

We hope every reader will read 
this number from cover to 
cover. The nation’s farm work- 
ers and small farmers have 

more to gain by the election 
of a good congress in 1950 than 
any others in the United States. 

We call on every member of the 
Union. to register to vote, to 
get out on election day next 
November and make your vote 
count for something. Parties 
no longer mean anything. 
There is good and bad in all 
parties. Find out what the man 
stands for, what his record is, 
and cast your vote on that 
basis. 


Next month we will bring you 

‘up to date on news of what 
goes on among the ranks of the 
National Farm Labor Union. 


every level—and then get them to 
vote. 


The League is strictly nonpartisan. 
It is not for or against anybody be- 
cause he is a Democrat or a Repub- 


lican. It does not favor or oppose 
legislation simply because it is in the 
Democratic or Republican platform. 

What LLPE does stand for is liber- 
alism. It believes that what is best 
for the greater number of the people 
of the United States is best for the 
country as a whole. It believes that 
government can’t stand still. It must 
go forward. And “forward,” to 
LLPE, means better health, better 
housing, better working conditions, 
better education, more security for 
the workers, the aged and the unem- 
ployed, stable prices for the farmer, 
fair profits for the businessman. 


It means all those things that will 
make America a better place in which 
to live, to work, to rear children. 


Labor's League for Political Edu- 
cation was established in March 1948 
by unanimous action of the 66th con- 
vention of the American Federation 
of Labor. The following November, 
the National Committee of the League 
voted to continue the organization on 
a permanent basis on a national, state 
and local level. The National Com- 
mittee is composed of the executive 
officers of all national and interna- 
tionals unions affiliated with «the 


A. F. of L. 
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Labor's League for Political Education 


WHICH ? 


IN STEP? 


FREEDOM AND SECURITY 


vou ARE LUCKY. You have the right to be governed 
by representatives of your own choosing. But in 1946 
only ½ of the voters did the choosing. 


THE COST? Taft-Hartley for workers. Low price sup- 


ports for farmers. Tax cut for the wealthy ... . thus the 


present deficit. Failure to increase minimum — and 
social security. 


THAT IS WHY LLPE WAS FORMED. Labor wants full 


employment in the city and prosperity on the farm. Social 


security not county poor houses. Health insurance not 
charity care. Good schools. Homes in place of slums. 


- THE 1948 ELECTION WAS A GREAT VICTORY. But the 
Taft-Byrd coalition kept a slim 9 WE MUST COM- 


PLETE THE JOB IN 1950. 


REPEAL TAFT-HARTLEY 
The WAGNER ACT gave working people right to form 


unions without fear of being discharged and black-listed. 


AFL membership jumped from 2 to 8 million. 1 
wages tripled. 


TAFT-HARTLEY is A TIME BOMB. Under this act only 


strike breakers can vote in an NLRB election called during 


a strike. Every grievance can be made into an expensive 
court suit for damages. Employer charges against unions 


get fast priority action. . discharged union members 
can wait years for reinstatement. 


IN A DEPRESSION THE TIME BOMB WILL EXPLODE. Taft- 
Hartley must be repealed quickly. In 1947 we didn’t have 
even the one-third vote necessary to sustain the President’s 
veto. After victory in 1948, we lacked only 5 votes in the 
Senate and 14 in the House to repeal Taft-Hartley. But 
near misses don’t count. We must elect a clear liberal 
to Congress « THIS YEAR. 
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REGISTER AND VOTE 


N 8 YOU CAN’T VOTE IF YOU AREN’T REGISTERED! The 
%%%o»O;?; registration drive is the first and most important step in 
action. 
LOCAL UNION MEMBERSHIP LISTS a be checked 


against the registrar’s list. Then every unregistered mem- 
ber must be registered BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE. 


_ "CONGRESS . . . Nor THE PRESIDENT . . . . WRITES 


THE LAWS. Every AFL member must vote in every election. 
Our enemies never rest. 


LLPE IS NON-PARTISAN. LLPE supports candidates 


on the basis of their voting essa .. . not their party 
labels. 


or. ~~ IN 1948 NOT ONE FRIEND OF LABOR WAS DEFEATED. 
| | | We can elect a clear liberal majority to Congress this year 
FREEDOM 


if we get out the vote. Remember .... Only YOU can 
cast YOUR vote. 


— 
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— PARTICIPATE AND CONTRIBUTE 


%%% EIECHONS ARE WON IN THE PRECINCTS. II PE needs 
/ : %% You as a volunteer worker. To check registration lists. To 
j distribute campaign literature. To be a shop or precinct 
oo eelrlrti“‘“‘_OCOCOCO committeeman. To serve at the polls on election day. 


VOLUNTEER TODAY. If — of us does a little, none 
of us will have to do too much. 


CAMPAIGNS COST MONEY. For campaign literature. 
% Sample ballots. Radio time. Newspaper ads. Gasoline. 1 
Office rent. 


HEV DEPEND UPON YOU. Those who voted for you in 
Congress need your help now. Not $5,000 nor $100... 
just $2 from each of us. Your local union is collecting $2 
contributions for LLPE right now. GIVE TODAY! 


GIVE NOW 
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FILL "ER UP! 


An Empty Tank is Like Empty Words - They Get you No Where 
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To All Members National 
Farm Labor Union, To All 


Readers Farm Labor News 


Dear Member and Reader: 


The National Farm Labor Union is a part of the great American 
Federation of Labor. Our Union wants to do its part in carrying on the 
work of the A. F. of L. Two years ago the American Federation of Labor 


set up “Labor’s League for Political Education.“ It has been the most 


effective arm that organized labor has had for the past two years. It's 
the best political machine ever set in motion in the United States because 
it represents the 8 million workers who are members of the A. F. of L. 


In spite of their million of dollars, the Dixiecrats and reactionary | ... 
Republicans are scared. They know that if the power of organized labor 


is turned against them their day is done. Therefore, Labor’s League keeps 
up a campaign the year round to get Union members registered to vote 
and to see that they cast their ballots when election time comes. Labor's 
League publishes a weekly newspaper. It carries on an educational campaign 
via the radio. Five nights a week millions of people hear Frank Edwards 
broadcast the news for the A.F. of L. over hundreds of radio stations 
throughout the nation. All this costs money. Every A.F. of L. member 
is expected to do his share. Labor's League wants you to contribute to the 
fund to beat Taft and hundreds of others like him who are in Congress and 
the, state legislature in your state. It’s important to vote, but that is not 
all. We have got to help fill up the Tank. Won't you give $2.00 to help 
win the 1950 elections. If you don’t have $2.00 today, send a dollar. Any 
amount will help. Many of our members can’t vote in the coming elections, 
especially those who are barred by law or custom in the Southern states, 
but even they can help win the 1950 elections. $2.00 sent now will help. You 
can send your money to the National Farm Labor Union, 825 Victor Building, 
Washington 1, D. C. An official receipt will be sent you and the money 
will be promptly turned over to Labor’s League for Political Education. 
We are going to count on you to do your part. 


Sincerely and fraternally, 

H. L. Mitchell, President 
Dorothy Dowe, Secretary-Treasurer 
F. R. Betton, Ist Vice President 
George Stith, 2nd Vice President 

George F. Webber, 3rd Vice President 

H. E. “Hank” Hasiwar, 4th Vice President 

Ernesto Galarza, 5th Vice President. 


Tear off the enclosed n fill it out and mail it in with your $2 00 or 


31.00 contribution. 


Mr. H. L. Mitchell 
825 Victor Bidg. 
Washington 1, D. C. 


Enclosed find Post Office money order or check for $ 


my con- 


tribution to the work of Labor's League for Political Education. I promise 


to send 8. .. ON or before 


1950. 


Send my receipt to: 


Name 


Address (Give Route, Box, Town and State) 


“BEHIND THE 


(Continued from page 1) 
This is especially true as it affects 


‘Asia where first Tojo and now the 


Communists use stories of American 
racial discrimination to whip up anti- 
American feeling. | 
Europeans cannot understand how 
an outstanding advocate of fair labor 
laws and improved social legislation 
can be beaten by a “Back-to-Mc- 
Kinley” reactionary. It creates doubts 
about how strong and progressive our 
democracy is. It makes them easier 
prey for Communist propaganda. 


A worker without a union is like a 


match without a head— scratch, 
scratch but no light. 
Union—AFL. 7 

A worker without a union is like a 
kite without a tail—he can’t keep his 
head up. 


A worker without a 9 is like a 
wheelbarrow—anyone, can push him 
around. 


FARM LABOR NEWS 


The Farm Labor News is pub- 
lished monthly by the National 
Farm Labor Union A.F. of L. 

Offices Room 825 Victor Bldg. 
726 9th St., N. W., Washington 
1, D. C. | 

Subscription rate per 
‘year. 

All members of the National 
Farm Labor Union are sub- 
scribers, payment for paper 
included in monthly dues. 

Entered as a second class 
matter at the post office Wash- 
ington D. C. 
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